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iso,** free 730*1 


Leppard must wait 


ieid City Potyttdu 
ACCORDING to Arte.,, 
.cppard are "positively the 
vorst group »- ' 
graced this ci 


■PMi onttolish 
glom punk band Mott The Hoopla ond 

Ha conecJeefe»ryMolt«id Hunlsc- 


Thet view, which was 
:ported in an alternative 

— towards bands that have 
been electronically tested. 



Thin Lia/y (well, they 
squealed in Emerald and 
Bob Scgcr's Rosalie). But. 


Cries of "rlp-ofT from 
drunker lections of a mainly 
favourable audience were 


_„_j of hold* 

l lingo, rock & roll rood lit 
ond tunhoos# Oykmesgue imogery. 
On Sundoys. Joe ond o neighborhood 
pol named Andy Smith would go 10 


unfair. Leppard aren't that 
derivative. Blooding a new 
number showed that they're 
still creating. 

If they wat 
-iw’s band 


pal named Andy Smith would go to 
Sheffield Top Rank lor locol 

Dunntjphe week, die Top Rank' 


Time is on their side. With 
drummer who looks as 
lough he's about ready to 
t O-levels. they have plenty 
i learn. While there's no 



pertodicolly held at die Top Rank At 
' pytomo tumps', you could only be 
odm.lted.fyouwecedressed.no 
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/ Bond (SAHB 
guitarist Zol Clem inson was o mojor 
Gorh influence). With Pete Will* 
laying down o hard riff foundation 

assault and shorp ort.c3ote lead 
breaks, Def Leppard could hove o 



door burst open and Steve raced 
across the room He picked up his 
gukor where he'd left it the day before 



party 'show' not withstanding) Over 
half the songs that would later appear 
on the group's independent EP ond 
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CHAPT 



E 


HELLO AMERICA 


D 


» this seedy Keovy metal club 
_,_ .i T^e first night Def 

coupteof 9 hem mode -t to the Rainbow, 
«if guided by radar And I swear they 
•ere bock with chicks that night. So I 
knew these guys could poll And if they 
could pull, they could sell.' 

Cliff Burnste 

America wos ripe for the taking At 
Ihe turn of the Eighties, heavy metal 


plotters based on the Boston 



English bands tounng the 

double that of ihe g.rls the_ 

picked upbockstoge ThegiHs. m 


Monica Civic Auditorium with Pal 
Trovers, rood manoger Robed Allen 
called Cliff ’He said to me 'What 
time do we hove to leave the hotel to 
i gig? How rnony^hours^ 

e the soundcheck was and he said 
m I told him if he left by 4.30. he'd 


hod didn't soy Los Angeles H said 
Santo Mon»co He thought Santo 

1 just pad of LA. I 



and Ritchie Blockmo 

travel with Leppard f- 

weeks and show Robed the ropes. 
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reworking b| Mutt 

olbum'os Let H Go. 

Without Mutt oround to cooch them in 
the mysterious ort of hit songwnting, 


o single unified sound os they would 

H^hWDr^Z 



b at epic metal like 
G -J^okbtoMy^n), 
■n'Dty (SahtrdayNighll 'or o 
motive killer like Another Hit and 
The trock On ^Through 


cannonball guilor chords right out of 

the AC/DC songbook * - 

fragment colled Switch 


Yet the early demos which found their 
way to Cliff Bumslem s desk in New 

porticulor, A Certain Heartache" 9 
caught Cliff's ear. 'Peter was a little 
embarrassed whw heployedit^me 

hod no chorus, but it hod a great verse 
melody. I thought This could be a 
hit single for somebody.' Probably not 
Def Leppard, though I thought we 
should shop it around to somebody 
like Bonnie Tyler." That song, with 


Joe called out c- 

the band kicked in, Rick Allen started 

sheepishly ‘We hod to start that. 
< 7klHe poorer and a lot wiser, 
Leppard went bock to Sheffield to 
resume waiting. In March, they would 
finally start pre-production with Mutt 
.-“ -Vn'Dry ond by June the 




whereas the first olbum 



I grabbv chorus. It met with a dai 
option, however, while Bangin'o 



lour itinerary. The concert business 
was m one of its periodic slumps, wiA 
promoters hedging their bets on new 
—*- in favor of easy sell-outs in r ~~ J 


and outdoor stadiums, The best 


trying to prove something to the kids. It 
would look like we'd olreody peaked 
and that we were trailing off, going 
bock to the old clubs I wanted to ploy 
m front of 3000 people again, not 300. 

my fault ancf it was one of the first big 
totally against it ond rightfully so. We 
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rock. They could ploy mhoH time and 


matuntyof leppord'ssongwntmgon 
High W Dry, seasoned with Mutt's 

new possibilities for Joe. who often 


Brigade or Wasted. One woy Mutt 


taught me.* Joe soys gratefully. ‘Not 
just in the vocals, but m everything Def 

solos sing msteod of |ust woil A 


I'd done it all the wrong way around I 


University of Hard Rock Hitmaking 
proved to be o great education for Def 


ut. Not from drinking, btrt from 
exhoustion He fomted a couple of 
times right on to the studio floor One 


in six days, cranking out two frocks a 
day *We couldn't do o lot of the things 
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1978 when the Sun, <____ 

ron a photo of the Blonde* posing with 
European light welterweight boxing 
champion Colin Powers. Powers and 


iw support slots at major 
lubs like the Marquee anti 
In 1978, Phil onswered o classified od 
•n Melody Maker for a guitarist The 


"In Aberdeen, Scotland. 
Scots did not go for .1 We didn't look 

ng and there would be 
b. You could h 

oTaK 

jleset" 

flurry of fame in Englond They opened 
for Kiss at London's Wembley Arena - 
an inspired double bill - and their first 
major tour was opening for UFO. 

Girl's 1980 debut album. Sheer 
Greed, peaked on the British charts at 
^|r l “‘ w L -‘ sn Kenny Roger* 


pride than that But 
Strangely enough, Joe Elliott and Steve 


Recruiting Phil solved only one of 
Leppard's three big heodoches. There 
. shll the problem of the band's 


Cliff's arithmetic. Def Leppard we 



duty gay porno place in I 

i o lot of stick for not 


3000-seat concert halls. But upon their 
return to Englond. the band was 
almost dropped by their record label. 
The second album. Wasted Youth, 






























i hu m»k* io a 
erodupiKePA 


•adding,' loughs Joe 'H 
























ptowdSw'. bwX-hhT! 

troded holfwoy through the song for 
Sieve's guitar The song usuolly 
included a quota from Led Zeppelin s 
Rock and Roll and Ph.l would slip in a 
split-second quota from Mott The 
lj-**-, Young Dudes before 



of the song. Joe hod to yank him away 
atlhe lost minute 'or that would hove 
been the end of Queen ' 

Music was only port of the doily 
rotfme. Thanks to Ryromoma. they 
oho hod superstar PR responsibilities 
os well. Def Leppard hod always been 



where they hod ployed DJ one night 
during the Blockfool tour The strictest 
security prevailed. The station could 


gathered outside Joe and Steve, 


With the help of a few security me . 
Joe ond Steve went out to the KISW 
parking lot and signed autographs for 
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un who hod odjocent freeway and jumped out. 

_ _ »er schoolgirl leovma the record company guy 

, in the film The Trouble W 


Bastards <n Spandex Bockstoge at the 


Leppards 'Many of you guys ore 
extinguishers in a hotel, you're going 

Actually, the Leppard brand of lour 
tollies was pretty mild compored to the 
Visigothic ontics of tdevisiorvouf-lhe- 
window, groupie-tied-to-the-bedpost 
legends like Led Zeppelin Yet during 
the 1980, '81 ond *83 tours, the 
Leppards were practical |okers to be 
reckoned with. One particularly 
memoroble stunt during the Pete Willis 
era was the night that Steve Clark ond 
lighting director Phay MacMohon 
surreptitiously moved a snoring Wilks 
out of his hotel room m the middle of 
the night and out on to the roof of the 
L—_1»-j JO restauront The funny port 





__n this Helter Skelter 

thing with mots The fairground guy 
soys 'Okay, sit on the mat ond nde 
J - - '*'-•1. the guy nearly 


'Great, transport bock to the hotel' 
We lump on the bock of this forklift to 
get a nde ond the driver goes 'Get off. 
you two ' We get off ond the next thing 

following us around the pork. That's 

ond get the fuck out of there. The 
—*- t escorted us out of the pork 


__ , on it, onto the patio roo 

luggoge. Steve and Phay |us! stood < 
laughter 'to WMIis storied shivering 


always good for rood loughs But 




taking a cob bock to the hotel when 

Stampede So Steve says Fairground, 
let’s got' I so,d It's 11 30 ot mghl?' He 
says So what? Let's go.'' 


all saying to him 'Oh, you 

"Anyway, we hod o taw days off in 
Fronce after that ond we met up with 
dh. I told him 'Ah, for * 


European leg of the Pyromaria tour. 
Joe ond Sav roomed together. Rick 
shared a room with hit brother Robert 
i rood managing ond that left 




where they or_„_ 

really should be s«ti«ng on a bar stool, 
-:-, |g|| coo J 0^ ond munching 



morgorita drinks m these big goldfish 
























BAND ON THE RUN 










100 













CHAP 



THE HEALING 





105 









106 







107 








e Jhin g^K 1 * rpojty 

uurnimy.» when you store bock. H 
bothers them o hell of a lot more thon it 

'The thing is that you're always trying 
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going to follow Rod 

-rge Michoel He soid 

Hmm welcome Joe Elliott from Def 

probobly o lot of people wondering 
' u/l — •*- k “" is he domg here?" 

e and Rod Steworl took 


finale, Morvin Goye's Con I Get a 
Witness. He spent a couple of hours 

bockstoge area, trying to learn the 
words from o tope of Elton's show the 

*Hbp^ rtns ck>^ wig on for Ihe encore 
and then he introduced everybody os 



_,..- -.- of 1986 

when Peter Mensch booked four 
thows for Leppard as port of a 
Monsters of Rock heavy metal 
pockoge tour of Europe. In addition to 
playing the major Monsters of Rock 
oil-day bash at Castle Domngton m 
England, the band would also do 



Mensch booked an additional week' 
th of worm-up shows in Ireland, 
tffy m small clubs to let the band 
_ i out any wrinkles before they 
eorted doing the festival shows. 
Afthought--.-*«*-*. 

hod by this 


much wrote itseH ' 

Drop). It was a one hour set ond 
seventy-five percent of the set picked 


Photograph, Bnngm'ont 
Heortoreok, Switch 625. <— 
would be the big finish w.th 
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DTCD 

y I tr 


HI HO! 

HI HO! 

IT'S OFF TO WORK 


11 


WE GO! 



although the 
anybody hoi 


•or They ended up going on in rust 
shirts and jeans, eoch Leppard 
aowning a shot of brandy to calm their 

used to performing m |usf gym shorts, 
to look like a freok up there And I still 


Besides. I couldn't be up there 
th«e littfe gidsolrtie front of the 
Of ajhhe Leppords.Sav hod the worst 
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r 


wot screaming at us, This is your one 
chance to try Rick out on hts own.' Sav 
it toying *No' ond I'm toying 'Oh, 
luck, why not? It's only Ballybunion' 
Betides we hod to go on. We couldn’t 
wait any longer. So we went for it/ 
Halfway through the sixth tong. Jeff 


ay. Jeff took the 


the paying customer* Among the 
more thon three hundred guests were 
Windmill Lone Studio staff, lawyers. 


exhaustion, the result of doing shifts 

with Leppord and Quo; unbeknown to 
Leppard, he'd collapsed on stage in 



Fortunately, at I___ 

was over before Def Leppord 
stage. The August 16 

-1 of Rock festival opened with 

Bod News, a heavy metal parody 
bond formed by a group of popular 



i tof 9 tooSucking 

>e H you're going to throw things, get 
oil over ond done with. Throw it nowl 
And onybody who throws if. hove the 
guts to come up h * “* 

shit out of you ' ' 

sng 
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w© were playing .n broad doylight. 
Ve didn't have any big lights or 

rocked and rolled for each other II 
onybody else liked it. great j Joe went 

Jogger Gary Glitter poses while Phil 
and Steve turned on the guitar-heat 
Aerosmith style, togged zigzog riffs 
punctuated by fireball bursts of 
feedback At one point in the set. Steve 
slipped around the back line of 
amplifiers, si 1 * ‘ *“ * 


the encore, while Rick was tak.ng a 
brief drum break. Phil suggested to 
Joe that he give Rick a special 

done on any of the Irish shows 'So I 
went out after he was done and said 
‘Ladies and gentlemen, Rick Allen on 
the drums.' You could have knocked 
me over with a feather. The cheering 


i Lange while Sav and Rick 


for Rick. Before the tour, Ozzy 
Osbourne hod told Peter Mensch that 
putting Rick Allen on display for fifty 




s.n Sheffield v,siting friends a 
.ly. Phil and Steve decided to 



Collen by rocmg across 

Too^a«?lorSlewBthot < rf 
m the doy. As he zoome< 
foot hit the wet plastic cc 
side of the stoge and he 
ass-first on the floor, kn< 
tuning heods off his guitar. 
After Stockholm. Phil and Sle 


look bock every word he said. 
Rick was the center of attention 


le m the pictures. But it didn't 
oug me much." He was just happy to 
be ploying on English soil ogam 
through a big PA. “Just doing the 
soundcheck the day before was great, 
being the Thunder God ogam!' 
Reviews of Def Leppard's Domngton 

comics ranged from derisive 

merchants': Melody Moker) to 
ecstatic ('Their sound was 
Dristine . and the cleon cut razor- 


Majesty, Prince. Th-- 

attended Prince's Poris gig and, after 
petting a tip from someone in the 

same crew on the Pyromania tour), 

blowout at o Ponsion jazz club colled 
New Morning. When they were 
introduced to Prince, Phil boldly asked 

lead guitar on this to ur oaPhe had in the 

He got his answer when Prince and 
his bond the Revolution, with Prince's 
. >, took the 
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Jo* bought a pirote cossette copy of 
Pyromonro in Bangkok during the 
bond's 1984 visit to Thoikmd. The tope 
included Let H Go from Htgh'n 'Dry os 
«eil as Photograph. aitho^Mhe^ter 

Gun was slightly amended to read 
Bill's Got a Gun. At least he d.dn'f get 
ripped off. It cost him the Thai 


Thin Lizzy. Def Leppard tracks ore 
Rocks OH (the version from On 
Through the N,ghf\ and Satellite. 
Rock Gems - Polygram SA-C “ 
kkjI collection rek 
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